Report by Miss Anna May Waters
Nurse with the Canadian Forces at
HONG KONG, as given on board
the MS Gripsholm, November 1 9 4 3
1. Embarked on the Awatea at 11:00 a.m. Oct.
27, 1941, sailed sometime during the afternoon,
accompanied by one escort the Robert.

9. The men didn't get the variety we got but
believe they got plenty of what they did get.

Hospital
2. Called at HONOLULU November 2nd - no one
allowed ashore. Entertained by Hawaiian girls
singing and dancing in the dock. The troops went
wild - threw money and cigarettes to the girls.
3. Sailed at 5:00 p.m. and that evening Brig.
Lawson told the officers we were going to HONG
KONG.
4. Several lectures were given to the officers in
which they were told something of the country
we were going to, types of people they would
come in contact with, and the remaining on
arms, munitions and warfare.
5. Called at MANILLA on Nov. 14th. In the
harbour, quite close to us, was a Japanese ship.
Our second escort the Danny joined us there
and we arrived in Hong Kong Sunday morning
about 7:30 a.m., Nov 16th.

Accomodation
6. All officers had cabin accommodation. We
were very comfortable in a first-class cabin with
bath. The men were very crowded in large rooms
on the lower decks with hammocks to sleep in,
ate in the same rooms. As it was extremely hot
with practically no air the majority of the men
slept on deck.
7. All deck space was taken up during the day
with drill or lectures. We were allowed to go on
a small roped off space on the boat deck where
the Brigade Staff and Majors and up went.

Food
8. Officers' food good - plenty of it with fairly
good variety.

10. Had a very nice little hospital, 54 beds, but
it was about the hottest spot on board ship seldom below 80 to 95 degrees. After leaving
Honolulu all hospital laundry had to be done in
salt water in the bath tubs and then hung up
around the hospital to dry. With port-holes closed
at night, it wasn't a very pleasant place to sleep.
Patients had to do their own laundry (sheet, towel
and pillow slip) before they were discharged.
11. We averaged from 40 to 50 patients all the
way across. Majority of cases w e r e sore throats
and colds. Five or six cases of trench mouth,
one pneumonia, one mumps, one suspect scarlet
fever, 10 VDGs*, 1 VDS** and several seasick
cases.
12. Had two deaths - one of the ship's crew and
one of our own, Pte. Schraeder [Schrage], of
RRC***, admitted with seasickness and died
during the night. Discovered later that he was a
diabetic.
13. We were on duty from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.,
taking turns going off from 12 to 4 p.m. or 4 off.
Had 5 stretcher bearers who acted as orderlies
and one trained orderly who did night duty all
the way across. The latter was a stowaway and
much to his disappointment and ours he had to
go back to Canada when our escort the "Robert"
returned.
14. Maj. Crawford, our SMO+ and RMO++ of the
WG* and Capt. Banfell, RMO of RRC, took the
sick parades each morning and were on call for
* Venereal Disease Gonorrhea +Senior Medical Officer
** Venereal Disease Syphilis ++Regimental Medical Officer
*** Royal Rifles of Canada +Winnipeg Grenadiers
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HM Transport Awatea docked in Manila, Philippines while on its way to Hong Kong carrying
troops of the Winnipeg Grenadiers and the Royal Rifles of Canada, 14 November 1941.

the hospital when needed. Maj. Crawford made
rounds daily, Capt. Reid and Capt. Gray, our
other two MOs were in the hospital all the time.

Arrival in HONG KONG
15. Embarkation officer, Capt. Barclay, came on
board about 8:00 a.m. We were introduced and
he told us the matron of Bowen Road Military
Hospital, Miss Dyson, would be sweeping on in
a few minutes and taking us away with her. In
the meantime, he pointed out to the hospital 500 feet above sea level, about halfway up the
peak.
16. Miss Dyson arrived and we were parted from
our officers and men and taken to the QAIMNSf
mess. The troops later marched through the
s t r e e t s of KOWLOON to SHAM SHUI PO
barracks.
17. The Sisters' quarters were situated a little
higher up than the hospital - about a five minute
walk. Two separate buildings and the servants'
quarters. All the Sisters had a room of their own
- quite comfortable. After having breakfast we
unpacked what little luggage we had with us.
18. Shortly after lunch we were taken to the
matron's sitting-room to meet Col. Shackleton,
OC of the hospital. One of the first things we
were told was that we would have to get out of
uniform - they only wore uniform on duty. We
were not very pleased for we had practically
nothing in the way of mufti except a few sport
clothes. So Monday was to be spent in shopping
and we would go on duty Tuesday a.m.
19. Sunday afternoon, Miss Thomson, the senior
Sister, and a friend of hers, Col. Lamb, took us
+ Queen Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing Service (also
s h o r t e n e d to QA)
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for a drive around the island - the one and only
time we did get around. We were told how
strongly fortified the island was; in fact, it was
impregnable. Later we learned that the majority
of people in Hong Kong had felt the same way.
20. Tuesday morning Miss Thomson took us in
hand and showed us around the hospital.
Everything seemed very strange and different to
what we had been used to. It was a 200-bed
hospital with 2 wings and three floors. In an
emergency could hold 400 patients. Most wards
were fairly large with 2 single rooms off some of
them. There was a balcony, front and back on
all floors. You couldn't go from one ward to
another inside the hospital - you had to use the
balcony, regardless of the weather. Their way of
doing dressings and treatments and their
medications were quite different from ours but
once we had our own wards we carried out our
own methods as much as possible.
21. After relieving on different wards for a few
days, I took over wards 8 and 9 - one malaria
and the other dysentery. This was quite a
procedure. The Sister leaving the ward had to
lay out everything on the wards and then the
Matron and the Quatermaster took an inventory
with the two of us to see that nothing was
missing. Some articles looked as if they had been
there since the hospital opened, years before.
Many of the things were never used but still they
hung on to them. They just couldn't change from
the old order.
22. Capt. Gray and Capt. Reid were in the
hospital with us, while Maj. Crawford and Capt.
Banfell stayed with the troops.
23. Although we were kept quite busy while on
duty we had every other afternoon off and 2 days

